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miles in 1903-4. Gram and barley covered 92 and 19 square miles respectively. In the autumn harvest spiked millet (bdjra) is the principal staple, covering 209 square miles; cotton covered 66 square miles, pulses 50, and great millet (jowdr) 56.
During the ten years ending 1900-1, the area under cultivation increased by 19 per cent., and it is still extending with the aid of the new Jhelum Canal. There is little prospect of irrigation in the Thai, as, although it lies within the scope of the proposed Sind-Sagar Canal, the soil is too sterile to make irrigation profitable. Nothing has been done to improve the quality of the crops grown. Loans for the sinking of wells are appreciated in the tract beneath the hills and in the Jhelum valley; more than Rs. 5,800 was advanced under the Land Improvement Loans Act during the five years ending 1903-4.
There are no very distinct breeds of cattle, though the services of Hissar bulls are generally appreciated. The cattle of the Bar are, however, larger and stronger than those of the plains, and there is an excellent breed of peculiarly mottled cattle in the Salt Range. A great deal of cattle-breeding is done in the Bar, and a large profit is made by the export of ghz. Many buffaloes are kept. The District is one of the first in the Punjab for horse-breeding, and the Shahpur stock is considered to be one of the best stamp of remounts to be found in the Province. A considerable number of mules are bred. A large horse fair is held annually, and 44 horse and 13 donkey stallions are maintained by the Army Remount department and 3 horse stallions by the District board. Large areas have been set apart in the Jhelum Colony for horse runs, and many grants of land have been made on condition that a branded mare is kept for every 2^ acres. Camels are bred in the Bar and Thai. A large number of sheep are kept, both of the black-faced and of the fat-tailed breed, and goats are also kept in large numbers. The donkeys, except in the Jhelum and Chenab valleys, are of an inferior breed, but are largely used as beasts of burden.
Of the total area cultivated in 1903-4, 883 square miles, or 58 per cent, were classed as irrigated. Of this area, 343 square miles were irrigated from wells, and 540 from canals. In addition, 107 square miles, or 7 per cent, of the cultivated area, are subject to inundation from the Chenab and Jhelum, and much of the land in the hills classed as unirrigated receives benefit from the hill torrents. The LOWER JHELUM CANAL, which was opened in October, 1901, irrigates the uplands of the Bar. The remainder of the canal-irrigation is from the inundation canals (see SHAHPUR CANALS), which, with the exception of three private canals on the Chenab, all take off from the Jhelum. It is intended to supersede them gradually by extensions